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PROTECTI	G UTAH	S RIGHT TO DIRECT DEMOCRACY 

THROUGH I	ITIATIVES A	D POPULAR REFERE	DA 

 

 

WHEREAS, Two of the purposes of PTA are: to promote the welfare of children and youth in   

  the home, school, community, and place of worship; and, to secure adequate laws for the  

  care and protection of children and youth
1
; and 

 

WHEREAS, To allow citizens to act as a check against the actions of a legislative body,   

  many states have provided for a system of direct democracy in the form of the direct  

  initiative and popular referendum
2
; and 

 

WHEREAS, A direct initiative is a process in which voters can place a proposal on a ballot and enact  

  it into law without involving the legislature or the governor by gathering a minimum  

  percentage of registered voters’ signatures to qualify a proposition on a statewide general  

  election ballot, to be approved by a majority of those voting
3
; and 

 

WHEREAS, A popular referendum is a process in which voters can veto a law recently passed by the  

  legislature and signed by the governor by gathering a minimum percentage of registered  

  voters’ signatures to have the law placed on a statewide general election ballot for the  

  voters’ approval or disapproval
3
; and 

 

WHEREAS, Utah became the second state in the nation to institute both the initiative  and popular  

  referendum in 1900
4
; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Utah Legislature has made it more difficult to place a referendum on the ballot than  

  in most states by requiring that within 40 days of the last day of the legislative session a  

  petition be signed by at least 10 percent of the number of people who voted in the last  

  Governor’s race in at least 15 of the 29 counties throughout the state
5
—the typical  

  requirement in other states is 5 percent
3
; and 

 

WHEREAS, Gathering the required signatures in such a short time frame makes the task so difficult  

  that it has not been attempted often in Utah—before 2007, the last successful   

  referendum push occurred in 1974
6
; and 

 

WHEREAS, On April 9, 2007, the coalition of Utahns for Public Schools, which Utah PTA is a  

  member, successfully submitted more than the required number of signatures to force a  

  referendum on HB 148 Education Vouchers
7
; and 

 

WHEREAS, On November 6, 2007, 62 percent of the voters of Utah demonstrated their disapproval of 

  the actions of the Utah Legislature in its passage of HB 148 Education Vouchers by  

  voting to veto the law
8
; now, therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent bodies support the right of the people to participate in  

  direct democracy through initiatives and referenda and oppose any legislation that  

  weakens their ability to do so.    
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