
Why I am Proud of my Veteran
By Laynie Allred

 
Veterans are those who have served in the military. My grandfather Joseph Allred retired a Lieutenant Colonel 
from the United States Army. Serving in any field of the military is such an honorable, courageous and valiant 
job. Not only is it difficult physically and emotionally for our soldiers, but they are leaving their loved ones and 
families behind. 
My grandmother raised eight children while my grandfather served. They moved from military base to military 
base. I am proud to be related to both of these amazing people! Their family gave up so much while my grandfather 
served. Our veterans gave up so much each day for people they didn’t even know, for freedom and the good of 
America. We should cherish our veterans. They have seen, heard and done so many things for all us. 

My heart beats a little faster each time I hear Pledge of Allegiance. My favorite line is “Indivisible with liberty, 
and justice for all.” I love this line because without our veterans and military members we would not be able to 
maintain our liberty.

I have lots of family that I can be proud of who served or are serving currently in the military: my great grandfather 
served as a marine in WWII, my other grandfather on my mother’s side was in the Air Force Reserves. Two of my 
cousins serve in the Air Force currently.  I have a deep respect and love for those who serve in the military, either 
currently or retired.

I truly admire all those who choose to serve our county. Ask yourself this, could you give up that much, and leave 
loved ones to serve in the military? I know that if I had to do this it would be very hard. We are so lucky that we 
have men and woman who go willingly. I am eternally grateful to my veterans. I fully agree with this quote by 
Jeff Miller that states, “The willingness of America’s veterans to sacrifice for our country has earned them our 
lasting gratitude.” I am proud to live in America with such amazing people. I love my grandfather (Pop) and I am 
so proud to be the granddaughter, great-granddaughter, cousin and friend to such generous, strong and thoughtful 
veterans and military members. This is why I am proud of my veterans. You should be too!
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I am Laynie Allred, and I am 13 years old. I am in the 8th grade at Oak Canyon 
Jr High in Lindon. My favorite subjects in school are English, History, Art and 
Choir. I was born in Utah and have lived here my whole life. I love animals, 
especially my two dogs.
 I enjoy all sorts of adventures with my friends and family! I absolutely 
love to dance. I have been dancing since I was 3 and I am currently dancing on a 
competitive team. 
 Last year I had the honor of being Little Miss Lindon 2017. What a 
whirlwind of parades, activities, and opportunities to give service! I liked that 
part the very best…being able to serve others!  I am proud to be with my grandpa 
who served in the United States Army.


