Utah PTA

CHILD CARE

WHEREAS, Investment in children and education is an investment in the future; children with better
early childhood care and educational opportunities grow up to be more likely to work
and less likely to interact with the criminal justice system; and investing in early
childhood is a solution that creates upward mobility through opportunity; and instead of
costly and marginally successful programs later in life, quality early childhood
education helps prevent the achievement gap by building the cognitive and social skills
necessary for school readiness; and the long-term benefits of an influential early
childhood program have an overall rate of return of 13.7% per annum and the
benefits/cost ratio of 7.3;>2 2 and

WHEREAS, As of 2018, 54 percent of Utah children under age six are living in families for which
there is a child care need with this rate equating to 157,345 children; and the percentage
of Utah families with all available parents working in Utah has increased from 62.5
percent in 2010 to 64.1 percent in 2019 significantly increasing the need for child care;
45 and

WHEREAS, Utah is experiencing a significant gap between the need for child care and the capacity
of Utah's child care system to meet that need; and new research is contributing to an
expanding role and expectation for child care beyond simply providing a healthy and
safe place for children to be cared for while parents are working; and from a 2019
analysis, Utah has a much higher child care gap of 64% compared to the national
average of 31%; %7 and

WHEREAS, The human brain undergoes rapid growth during childhood, driven in part by a child's
acquisition and integration of skills across many developmental domains and 85% of
brain growth occurs before kindergarten, the educational experiences a child receives
between ages 0 to 5 have an outsized impact on the child's future; & ° now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage more public and private efforts to provide after-school care;
and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA support appropriate regulations to ensure quality child care; and be it
further
Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage business and community groups to support child care; and be

it further



Resolved, That Utah PTA encourage affected agencies to examine existing policies and create

new policies which will better serve the needs of both children and parents; and be it
further

Resolved That Utah PTA help to educate parents concerning the dangers of leaving all school

children unattended, even if the children appear to be mature and have learned survival
skills.

(Updates and replaces FAM-1990-1 Child Care)
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