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School Funding - uber simple……..

STUDENTS REVENUE TEACHERS & 
STAFF

Cost of Facilities to support Students and Community - LOCAL



The primary driver in school funding is the 
number of “students” we serve 



Accurate projection of students served is 
super-important!! 

➢ Enrollment Projection book
○ Consider enrollment trend over time for proximate schools
○ Enrollment drives Weighted Pupil Units (WPUs)
○ Look at single family housing trends

■ Single family homes bring the highest number of students per address 
point

➢ Students per address point

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2z1TYkIjIEONFV1djEtbnN5d28/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GAT-JxtcLPh6j7QXnzvSLaOeu-nrfYIm/view?usp=sharing


A few “Basic” school funding concepts….

Local Funding
➢ Property Tax

■ Every school district is required to 

assess a “Basic Property Tax Levy”.  
The tax rate for the current year, 
FY2020-2021,  is .001628.  You will see 
this rate on your property tax notice 
and bill, listed as “Alpine School District 
(Basic)”.  This is the local piece of the 
Weighted Pupil Unit. 

➢ Donations
➢ Fees
➢ Interest on investments



A few “Basic” school funding concepts….

Tax Rates
The ASD Board of Education determines its local property tax rates with the exception of the Basic and Charter 
School rates, which are set by the state. The District’s property tax rates for the past five years were as follows:

ASD has experienced dynamic growth the past several years as a result of commercial and residential 
development. Taxable values of property within the District totaled $36.1 billion in tax year 2020, an increase of 
10.8% over the prior year. Total taxable value increased 61.3% over the past five years.



A few “Basic” school funding concepts….

Tax Rate Capacity Comparison-rev. 3.18.21

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fdReP4uTQLRIN9kuZvmPqSwwSihSglFJ/view?usp=sharing


A few “Basic” school funding concepts….

State Funding - “Amendment G”

➢ Used to be primarily - Personal 
Income Taxes & Corporate Income 
Taxes

➢ Weighted Pupil Unit or “WPU” - funding 
for each student enrolled in school 
membership for 180 days will generate 
$3,809 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-22

Federal Funding
➢ Title 1, IDEA (Special Ed) and School 

Lunch



State investments in the WPU over time



Investment in students - equalized regardless of zip code

Equalization affect - 
both districts yield 
the same total 
revenue - Levy 
proceeds + state 
funds



How does ASD use the resources our Taxpayers give us?



How One District invests or distributes $$’s to their Schools

● FTE’s
○ FTE’s are allocated based on a set board approved class size staffing ratio and 

the coming year student projections

● School Supply Funds
○ Distributed to schools based on a base plus amount per student formula
○ Includes basic supplies, custodial funds, playground and lunchroom supervision, 

secretarial assistance, etc.

● Textbook Funds
○ Schools are allocated textbook dollars based on the number of students in the 

school.

Expenditure Analysis by School and Student

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hx4nRFCGBhUM65rnodKZRXCkZhV7z9HIJlKjfbulcuU/edit#gid=1433557225


How does ASD use the resources our Taxpayers give us?











- Aaa rating by Moody’s - AAA rating by Fitch
- Only school district outside of Salt Lake County to achieve this recognition

- Award for Excellence in Financial Reporting
- Association of School Business Officials International - 38 years
- Government Finance Officers Association - 38 years

- Meritorious Budget Award
- Association of School Business Officials International - 3rd year!!

- Popular Annual Financial Report
- Government Finance Officers Association - 1st year!

Excellent forecasting, analysis and fiscal discipline support our moral 
imperative to help every student learn at high levels!!!

Team celebrations - “We are delighted, yet not satisfied” 



Questions? 




