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Our Shared 
Mission:

To make every 
child’s potential a 

reality by engaging 
and empowering 

families and 
communities to 
advocate for all 

children.



Collaboration: We will work in partnership with a wide array of individuals and 
organizations to broaden and enhance our ability to serve and advocate for all 
children and families.

Commitment: We are dedicated to children’s educational success, health, and 
well-being through strong family and community engagement while remaining 
accountable to the principles upon which our association was founded.

Diversity: We acknowledge the potential of everyone without regard, including but not 
limited to: age, culture, economic status, educational background, ethnicity, gender, 
geographic location, legal status, marital status, mental ability, national origin, 
organizational position, parental status, physical ability, political philosophy, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, and work experience.

Respect: We value the individual contributions of members, employees, volunteers, 
and partners as we work collaboratively to achieve our association’s goals.

Accountability: All members, employees, volunteers, and partners have a shared 
responsibility to align their efforts toward the achievement of our association’s 
strategic initiatives.

National PTA Values



Learning Objectives:
✔ Review the importance of family engagement 

✔ Learn about the 6 tenets of PTA’s National Standards for 

Family School Partnerships

✔ Gain a better understanding of Transformative Family 
Engagement 

✔ Learn to apply the 4 I’s of Family Engagement 

✔ Hear about our new tool “Family Engagement Solutions”

✔ Explore how to apply what you learned in your PTA



Family or Parent refers to 
any caring adult in a child’s 
life – grandparents, siblings, 
foster parents, mentors, etc.



Parental Involvement vs. Family Engagement

“An involved parent takes part in 
the activities already determined by 

the school. An engaged parent 
takes a step further, often becom

ing part of the school’s deci
sion-making process.” - Annie E. 

Casey Foundation

Image courtesy of Ferlazzo, L. & Hammond, L.A. (2009). Building parent engagement in schools. ABC-CLO.



How can your school or PTA 
change the way you approach 

family engagement?

�What can you do differently?

�Where are you able to meet the needs 
of your current families?

�Where are you able to serve new 
families?  

�What are some best practices for 
meeting families where they are



How to Make PTA’s Mission a Reality 

PTA’s National Standards for 
Family-School Partnerships

Transformative Family 
Engagement 



Transformative 
Family 

Engagement

A shared effort of families, 
schools, and community 

leaders to advance 
programs, practices, and 

policies that empower 
every parent to realize 
their child’s potential. 



Guiding Principles Of Family 
Engagement: The 4 I’s



Inclusive



Individualized



Integrated



Impactful



National Standards for Family-School Partnerships

● Updated in 2022

● Reflects recent best practices 
and the voice of over 600 
families, educators & youth

● Used by states, districts, schools 
and parent/community 
associations for accountability 
and support



National Standard 1: Welcome All Families

● Build a Community of 
Belonging

● Create an Inclusive 
Environment



National Standard 2: Communicate Effectively

● Exchange Information 
Between School and 
Families

● Facilitate 
Parent-Teacher 
Communication



National Standard 3: Support Student Success

● Team Up for Student 
Success

● Support Learning by 
Engaging Families



National Standard 4: Speak Up for Every Child

● Navigate the School 
System

● Address Inequitable 
Outcomes and Access



National Standard 5: Share Power

● Strengthen the 
Family’s Voice in 
Shared Decision 
Making

● Build Families’ 
Connections



National Standard 6: Collaborate with Community

● Build a Strong 
Foundation for 
Community 
Partnerships

● Connect the School to 
Community Partners



•A FREE online tool for 
evidence and resources on 
effective family engagement 
programs.

•Programs reviewed by parent 
leaders and the Evidence for 
ESSA team from the Center 
for Research and Reform in 
Education at Johns Hopkins 
University and included in 
EvidenceforESSA.org. 

Introducing Family Engagement Solutions!

FamilyEngagementSolutions.org

http://www.evidenceforessa.org/


Barriers to Family Engagement
• Despite substantial 

achievement gaps, 
families across 
demographic groups all 
tend to overestimate 
their child's grade-level 
mastery.

• All families and schools 
need to work together to 
address this perception 
gap.



Challenges According to Principals



Practice vs. Program
• A practice is a general category of 

programs, strategies or procedures that 
share similar characteristics about the 
issues they address and how they 
address them.

• A program is a specific set of 
activities carried out according to 
guidelines to achieve a defined purpose

Provide times, training 
and resources for 
relationship-building

Implement the Parent 
Teacher Home Visits 
program

Credit: National Institute of Justice Crime Solutions



What Counts As Evidence?



What do Evidence-Based Programs 
Provide?

• Confidence in achieving a certain outcome for a certain 
population of students or schools.

• Clearer sense of "must haves" and "nice to haves" to 
ensure impact while being adaptable.

• Built-in tools and training for schools and families that 
have been vetted and continuously improved.



More Resources from National PTA

www.pta.org/join








