
WELCOME TO 2024
LEADERSHIP CONVENTION

Session will begin soon



Engage the public in united and equitable efforts 
to secure the physical, mental, emotional, 

spiritual, and social well-being of all children and 
youth.

Advocateby speaking on behalf of all children and 
youth in schools, in the community, before governmental 

bodies, and before other organizations that make 
decisions affecting children.

Develop programs, resources, and leadership skills that 
enhance the lives of all children, youth, and their 

families.



ADVOCACY/LEGISLATIVE VP 
@ 

ALL PTA LEVELS 
Kristina Pexton, Utah PTA Advocacy VP 

Mara Hammer, Region 3 Director,  Legislative VP 
Liz Shellum, Olympus Council President



WHAT IS ADVOCACY?



What is an Advocate

. . . an individual who actively supports and 
promotes the interests of another person or 
enterprise



What is Advocacy 

Synonyms

● Champion 
● Supporter
● Protector
● Fighter for

● Champion for Children 

● Protector for Children 



What is Advocacy 

“To secure 
adequate laws for 
the care and 

protection of 
children and 
youth.”



Your Advocacy Story . . . 

How did you 
get started in 
PTA Advocacy 

work? 



Advocacy Overview



Advocacy Overview

● Understanding the 
business of education: 
https://schools.utah.gov/policy





Advocacy Overview

● Teacher
● Principal
● District

● Local School 
Board

● State School 
Board



Advocacy Overview

● Focus on 
what you are 
passionate 

about 

● Be in the 
room where 
decisions 

are made

● Don’t be 
offended 
when people 
don’t share 
your passion 



Advocacy Overview

● PTA is a child advocacy organization 
○ Utah PTA is a nonpartisan organization concerned 

with the education, care and protection of children 
and youth

○ Other organizations and lobbyists speak for business, 
the elderly, teachers, higher education, etc. PTA 

considers and works only for what is in the best 
interest of all children. 



Utah PTA Advocacy Conference (Fall) 



Utah PTA Day at the Capitol (Virtual) 



Utah PTA Day at the Capitol (In Person - Founders Day) 



What does an Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Submit a Legislative Budget
● Attend Utah PTA Advocacy Events and Training 

○ Utah PTA Advocacy Conference (Fall)

○ Utah PTA Day at the Capitol (Jan/Feb)

○ Utah PTA Leadership Convention (May) 

● Attend events to get the info to pass along 



What does an Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Ask for a standing slot on meeting agendas to share 
information

● Use PTA social media judiciously to share widely.



What does an Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Host Meet the Candidate event
○ Collaborate with other schools/networks
○ Invite all candidates to join
○ Ask relevant questions on education topics within their realm 

of influence
○ PTA leaders cannot endorse candidates or wear logos in their 

role as leader



What does an Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Attend and help others attend school board meetings
● Attend and collaborate with School Community Council
● Share Utah PTA Legislative Priorities
● Invite legislators to visit your school
● Contact legislators about education bills
● Encourage participation in elections

More info on utahpta.org/advocacy-or-legislative-vice-president



What does a Region Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Submit a legislative/advocacy budget
○ Advocacy Conference 
○ PTA Day at the Capitol
○ Meet the Candidate Nights- copies, building rental, signs, thank you gifts

● District Level Advocacy
● Get to know your Region Director and ask what’s happening in the District
● Attend your Local School Board Meetings
● Know who your Legislators/State and Local School board members are 
● Curriculum Review or other committees
● Reach out to local legislative/advocacy VPs

○ Forward information
○ Collaborate (group me) 



What does a Region Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Request time at each Region PTA board meeting to train and 
educate your PTA board members and locals concerning PTA 
issues and legislative work.

● Compile a list of council and local Legislative Vice Presidents in 
your region- facilitate collaboration 

● Encourage communication with policy makers.
● Maintain a positive working relationship with policy makers in 

your region.
● Monthly Training Topics 



Examples of Monthly Topics

● How education is funded in Utah 
● Trust lands
● How a bill becomes a law. 
● January/February/March I give an update on education  bills 
● How to resolve conflict 
● How the caucus system works/convention/primaries/ November 

Voting



What does a Region Advocacy/Legislative VP do?

● Coordinate advocacy efforts in your region
● Meet the Candidate nights
● Train local and council Advocacy/Legislative VPs
● Facilitate collaboration between all Advocacy/Legislative VPs in 

the Region 
● Attend school board meetings/USBE meetings when possible 

● Provide information to Regin Board that can be passed on local 
units 



Acronyms and Glossary
https://www.utahpta.org/advocacy-glossary

WPU ❖ USBE ❖ NCLM ❖ ESSA ❖ Title  ❖ FERPA ❖ USDOE ❖
USBA ❖ COBI ❖ Utah Core  ❖ AAPAC ❖ CAT ❖ LEA ❖ PLC ❖
CCRP ❖ CAFR ❖ CTE ❖ SPED ❖ 504 ❖ IEP ❖ IDEA ❖ ELL ❖ ESL 
❖ SCC ❖ SITLA ❖ SITFO ❖ SIP ❖ ADA ❖ AFR ❖ LRE ❖ NESS ❖
CNP ❖ ELL ❖ GOPD ❖ HIS ❖ TSSP ❖ UEA ❖ USF ❖ USOE ❖
USSA ❖ BTS ❖ CY ❖ DIBELS ❖ EAC ❖ FAPE ❖ LFA ❖ MSP ❖
MTSS ❖ NSLP ❖OLRGC ❖ PD ❖ POPS ❖ PPE  ❖ RFP ❖ STEM  ❖
SY 

https://www.utahpta.org/advocacy-glossary


What does a state Advocacy VP do?

● Utah PTA Executive Committee
● Utah PTA Commissions & Specialist Committees
● Utah PTA Advocacy Events
● Utah PTA Legislative Advocacy Committee
● Utah State Legislature Interim Session 
● Utah State Legislative Session 

○ utahpta.org/bills



What does a state Advocacy VP do?

● State Level Advocacy
○ Listen to State School Board Meetings and 

Committees
○ Watch for Surveys from USBE to offer input on 

Standards, Policies, or Initiatives
○ Serve on State Committees (Standards Review, SAGE 

Parent Review Committees)



IRS 501c3 Exemption - Important Numbers Per IRS Code

● Non-profit organizations are limited to spending an

insignificant amount of money and time on lobbying efforts.

Per the IRS definition, no more than 20% of annual

expenditures and volunteer hours may be spent on lobbying.

● Any non-profit organization earning $1,000 or more in what is

considered as Unrelated Business Income must file a tax form

to report this income to the IRS. This could create a situation

where the PTA unit incurs tax on this income.



Raffles versus Drawings

● Under Utah law, it is illegal to operate a scheme under which a person GIVES

something of value in order to obtain a chance to GET something of value.

● A raffle which requires the purchase of a ticket (or allows the purchase of

additional tickets to increase the odds of winning) is illegal in Utah, even for

charitable purposes.

● A drawing allows everyone in attendance an equal opportunity to win a prize

with no monetary purchase required; therefore, it is legal to conduct a

drawing.



utahpta.org Advocacy Website Walkthrough

● Handbook - Legislative VP Duties
● Advocacy 101 

○ Advocacy VP
○ How Does Utah PTA Advocate?
○ What can I do? (Grassroots)

● Resolutions & Public Policy Platform
● Legislative Bills - utahpta.org/bills

● Take your Legislator to School Day 



Handbook - Legislative VP Duties
Run Your PTA / Executive 
Committee / President / 
Handbook 



Advocacy 101 - Advocacy VP 



Advocacy 101 - How Does Utah PTA Advocate? 



Advocacy 101 - What can I do? (Grassroots)



Resolutions & Public Policy Platform



Legislative Bills - utahpta.org/bills



Take your Legislator to School Day Under the Resources Menu



How do we make a difference in advocacy

● Full Day Kindergarten 
○ Connect the what with the why



CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

● Utah PTA

● Utah PTA Advocacy

● Utah PTA Super Secondary

● Utah PTA Excellent Elementary

● Utah PTA Treasurers

● Utah PTA Reflections

● Utah School Community Councils

● Utah PTA Teachers

FACEBOOK



CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

INSTAGRAM - @UtahPTA

X - @UtahPTAOneVoice

PINTEREST - Utah PTA

YOUTUBE - Utah PTA One Voice



Thank you to our sponsors!
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