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Awards Made Easy: how to 
quickly become an expert 
on writing, submitting and 

judging a PTA award
Cortney Holmes, Awards Specialist



Choosing a Nominee
Tips & Tricks
➔ Choose an Awards 

Specialist

➔ Create a google doc 
of past winners

➔ Brainstorm 
candidates at 1st 
PTA meeting

➔ Match each 
candidate with each 
award

➔ What are the 9 
Awards categories?



AWARD CATEGORIES



Gathering Supplemental Materials

Tips & Tricks
➔ Collect stories, experiences, reflections from 

PTA volunteers who have interacted with your 
nominee

◆ What did you learn about your nominee 
through this process?

➔ Search for a professional picture of the 
candidate from school website or socials

➔ Gather additional pictures that support the award

➔ Search the internet for content that supports the 
awardee 



Award Requirements
➔ Who can write the Award?

➔ How many words in Impact 
Statement?

➔ Who should be in the photo?

➔ Who can write the Letter of 
Recommendation?

➔ How many pages of 
supplemental materials will 
be accepted?

➔ What is included on pages: 1, 
2 and 3?



Writing the Award 
Tips & Tricks

➔ Remember that supplemental 
materials can include online links 
to videos.

➔ Bold your main points.

➔ Everyone loves a story, feel free 
to share!

➔ Proofread!!  It could be all the 
difference between your award 
advancing or not. 

➔ Start early, space out the 
awards process and have fun!



Submitting 
An 

Award
➔ How many awards in each 

category can a local submit 
to Council?

➔ How many awards can 
Council submit to Region?

➔ How many awards in each 
category can Region 
submit to State?



Submitting An Award
https://www.utahpta.org/awards/state/advocacy



Judging
 An 

Award

➔ Who can judge an 
award at the: local, 
council, Region 
and State levels?



Judging and Advancing an Award

➔ Who advances an 
award at the: local, 
council, Region 
and State levels?



Recognizing Winners
Local ~ Council ~ Region

➔ What design app does Utah PTA help 
you to get for FREE? 



https://www.utahpta.org/technology-can-help-your

https://www.canva.com/canva-for-nonprofits/



Let’s Share
Your Insights, 

Questions, 
Best Practices, 

Tips & Tricks 
etc…



Connect with us on social media
• Utah PTA
• Utah PTA Advocacy
• Utah PTA Super Secondary
• Utah PTA Excellent Elementary
• Utah PTA Treasurers
• Utah PTA Reflections
• Utah School Community Councils
• Utah PTA TeachersFACEBOOK



INSTAGRAM - @UtahPTA 

X - @UtahPTAOneVoice 

PINTEREST - Utah PTA

YOUTUBE - Utah PTA One Voice

Connect with us on social media



Thanks to our sponsors


