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PTA SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCILS

School Community Councils (SCCs) were created statewide in 1992 by the Utah State
Legislature to address the academic needs of students with decisions being made at the
site based level;"? and

In 1999 the Utah State Legislature established the School LAND Trust Program, intended
to improve student academic performance in each public school;*** ¢ and

In 2002 the Legislature restructured the membership of SCCs to mirror the School LAND
Trust Committees, and made the SCCs responsible for approving the School LAND Trust
Plans, which became an academic subset of the School Improvement Plan, Professional
Development Plan, Child Access Routing Plan (elementary and middle), Reading
Achievement Plan (elementary); " *° and

Parents were granted a majority voice on School LAND Trust Committees and School
Community Councils; '*!! and

It is recognized that effective councils go beyond the requirements in the law requiring
collaboration and team building, as well as training about how to make decisions based
on valid data; > > and

Parental involvement is proven to be instrumental in the success of students; 1> 1 17 18 1
and

SCC plans are for the benefit of students and dedicate resources of the school for student
academic improvement; *** and

Training is important for local school boards who have the responsibility for SCC
operations, plans, oversight and training; along with review of the School Improvement
Plan and the review and approval of the School LAND Trust Plan; %% * and

PTAs work in partnership with a wide array of individuals and organizations to
accomplish our agreed-upon goals and local PTAs have recognition and size to influence
the formation of laws, policies and practices -education or legislative; % 22”2 and

The School LAND Trust program is instrumental in local schools addressing their
individual academic needs; ***° and
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Documentation:

PTA states as historical goals to bring into closer relation the home and the school, that
parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently in the education of children and youth;
and to develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will
secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social and
spiritual education; ***%3*34 now, therefore, be it

that Utah PTA encourage local PTA members to run for and actively serve on the SCC;
and be it further

that Utah PTA and its constituent bodies support quality training for SCCs; and be it
further

that Utah PTA work with the Utah State Board of Education to develop high level
training for local SCCs and school boards; this training may include, but is not limited to,
assuring that the trust funds be spent on the greatest academic need, data evaluation,
establishing measurable goals, the meaning of participation in the development of School
Improvement Plans, School LAND Trust Plans, safe walking routes, Professional
Development plans, Reading plans and other required plans; the roles of chairman and

principal; how to conduct a meeting; Open Meetings Act compliance, and the use of sub-
committees; and be it further

that Utah PTA and its constituent bodies support and encourage elected school boards to
participate in thorough training which would enable them to know, understand and follow
the law to support SCCs; and be it further

that Utah PTA train local PTA units on the different roles of SCCs and PTASs; training
will include, but not be limited to, how to develop cooperation and support between the
two organizations, where appropriate; how PTA can support the decisions of the SCC in
efforts to improve academic learning and provide the highest advantages in physical,
mental, social and spiritual education; and, pertaining to the community partnerships
which PTA forms, how to work collaboratively and cooperatively with other school
entities, including SCCs.
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