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TEACHER LIBRARIANS AND SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAMS

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Resolved,

Resolved,

In 2021, there are 220 qualified teacher librarians to direct school library programs of
services in Utah’s 987 public K-12 schools; and a direct correlation between increased
academic achievement and the quality of library media staff, collections, and programs is
shown in over 60 impact studies; and, to ensure equitable access to, and instruction in the use
of, ideas and information, and help students from all races, ethnicities, and socioeconomic
backgrounds succeed academically, it is essential that all Utah schools have quality staff
(directed by a certificated, fully-endorsed teacher librarian), collections, and

programs;'**4>7 and

The Utah State Board of Education decisively adopted library media core curriculum
standards, which, through the instruction of information and media literacy skills, call for
students to become critical thinkers, problem-solvers, and continually evolving learners;
effective and safe consumers and creators of information in all formats; and to value
reading;*’ and

Students, as citizens of a varied and global society, navigate vast amounts of varied,
sometimes conflicting, information, so they must learn to locate, access, evaluate, and apply
information from numerous resources in multiple formats (print, nonprint, and digital) and
to present data and information in compelling and useful ways;'*!'"'*!* and

In a “complex and diverse social environment online” (Jenkins, 2006), it is imperative that
students learn ethical, legal, and social rules and responsibilities, as derived from the Utah
Core State Standards for Library Media;'*'>'®!" and

Students with access to fully-qualified teacher librarians, with their knowledge of the diverse
selection of reading materials in various formats and reading levels, and to new, inviting
books, are more likely to practice and refine their reading skills, and to value reading, a
foundational skill, for the development of new understandings, personal growth, and
enjoyment; $192021222324 4,

Student achievement increases when highly-qualified teacher librarians collaborate with
other teachers in the school, e.g., co-designing curriculum and team teaching, supporting
classroom instruction, facilitating use of technology, providing tech support and professional
development;*>*?"¥ now, therefore, be it

That Utah PTA and its constituent associations encourage local school boards to find new
methods to hire, at all levels, teacher librarians, who have earned teaching certificates and
library media endorsements for professional tasks, accompanied by library assistants for
clerical tasks, to provide equitable opportunities in all schools and give all Utah students,
irrespective of race, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status, the opportunity to succeed
academically; and be it further

That Utah PTA and its constituent associations support funding for a qualified school library

specialist at the Utah State Board of Education to support school libraries, librarians, and
leadership with guidance, troubleshooting, and professional learning; and be it further
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Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations support increased funding to provide
sufficient ongoing funds for the purchase of print and digital resources and, thereby, renew
and update diverse collections of current, high quality, and high interest materials that meet
the needs of a broad range of learners; and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations support the use of information technologies
as part of school library media services to enhance instruction throughout the school and
increase access to a variety of resources for students and teachers; and be it further

Resolved,  That Utah PTA and its constituent associations encourage local school boards to meet Utah
State Board of Education standards for high quality library media center staffing, programs,
resources, and facilities.

(Updates and replaces EDU 2010-1 Teacher Librarians and Library Media Programs)

Documentation:
! American Library Association (2014, July 1). Access to Resources and Services in the School Library: An Interpretation of
the Library Bill of Rights. http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations/accessresources

2 Coker, E. (2015). The Washington State School Library Study: Certificated Teacher-Librarians, Library Quality and Student
Achievement in Washington State Public Schools. Washington Library Media Association.
https://wala.memberclicks.net/assets/ WLMA/Advocacy/wslitreport_final%20revised7 14 15.pdf

3Gretes, F. (2013, August). School Library Impact Studies: A Review of Findings and Guide to Sources. Gretes Research
Services. https://baltimorelibraryproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/downloads/2013/09/Library-Impact-Studies.pdf

“Lance, K.C. and Kachel, D.E. (2018). Why school librarians matter: What years of research tell us. Phi Delta Kappan, 99(7),
15-20.

SLechtenberg, K., & Phillips, J. (2018). Speaking up for equity takes courage--But the standards have your back. Knowledge
Quest, 46(5), 56-63.

Pentland C. (2019). Ensuring Equitable Access to Books in the School Library. Teacher Librarian, 46(5), 18-21.

7Strong, C. (2014, October 1). The importance of school library programs for increased academic achievement and sustainable
education in the United States. https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=works

8Utah State Office of Education. (2015, September) Utah Core State Standards for Library Media, Grades K-5. Adopted August
2010 by the Utah State Board of Education. https:/www.uen.org/core/downloadPDF.do?courseNumber=6500

Utah State Office of Education. (2016, July) Utah Core State Standards for Library Media Grades, 6— 12. Adopted February
2015 by the Utah State Board of Education. https:/www.uen.org/core/downloadPDF.do?courseNumber=6512

"Diekema, A. R., Gerrity, C. and Mitchell, P. (2019). Information literacy in Utah: a state of the state, Reference Services
Review, 47(3), 224-256. http://doi.org/10.1108/RSR-03-2019-0013

"Gerrity, C. (2018). The New National Library Standards: Implications for Information Literacy Instruction in Higher
Education. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 44 (4):455-58.

12PA School Library Project (2012, October). Creating 2 1st-century learners: A report on Pennsylvania’s public school libraries.
https://www.elc-pa.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/02/Creating? 1 stCenturyLearners_LibraryDataReport.10.17.12.Pdf

BVarlejs, J. & Stec, E. (2014). Factors affecting students’ information literacy as they transition from high school to college.
School Library Research 17, 1-23. 202

EDU 2021-2 Page 2 of 3



4American Association of School Librarians. (2018). National School Library Standards for Learners, School Librarians, and
School Libraries. ALA.

SKrueger, K.S. & Donham, J. (2013). Professional Staffing Levels and Fourth-Grade Student Research in Rural Schools with
High-Poverty Levels. School Library Research, 16, 1-25.

16Utah State Office of Education. (2015, September) Utah Core State Standards for Library Media, Grades K-5. Adopted
August 2010 by the Utah State Board of Education. https://www.uen.org/core/downloadPDF.do?courseNumber=6500

17Utah State Office of Education. (2016, July) Utah Core State Standards for Library Media Grades, 6— 12. Adopted February
2015 by the Utah State Board of Education. https://www.uen.org/core/downloadPDF.do?courseNumber=6512

18 American Association of School Librarians. (2018). National School Library Standards for Learners, School Librarians, and
School Libraries. ALA.

Churchill, S. (2020). Left to Chance: Gifted Students & Independent Reading. Knowledge Quest, 48(5), 24-31.
2'Dominguez, N., Garcia, 1., Martind, J., & Méndez, A. (2016). The school librarian as motivational agent and strategist for

reading appreciation. Journal of Librarianship & Information Science, 48(3), 236-246. https://doi-
org.proxy.li.suu.edu:2443/10.1177/0961000615591650

21Gagen-Spriggs, K. (2020). An investigation into the reasons students read for pleasure. School Libraries Worldwide, 26(1),
110-123. http://doi-org.proxy.li.suu.edu:2443/10.14265.26.1.009

2Gretes, F. (2013, August). School Library Impact Studies: A Review of Findings and Guide to Sources. Gretes Research
Services. https://baltimorelibraryproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/downloads/2013/09/Library-Impact-Studies.pdf

2Gruer, T.S. and Perry, K.M. (2020) Yes, school librarians teach reading: Reading skill reinforcement and the school librarian.
Knowledge Quest, 48(5), 40-47.

24Lance, K.C. and Hofschire, L. (2012). Change in school librarian staffing linked with changes in CSAP reading performance,
2005 to 2011. Library Research Service. Colorado Department of Education. Copeland, A. & Jacobs, L. (2017). The Power of
Collaboration between School Librarian and Classroom Teacher. Teacher Librarian, 45(2), 22-27.

ZLance, K.C. and Kachel, D.E. (2018). Why school librarians matter: What years of research tell us. Phi Delta Kappan, 99(7),
15-20.

2L oertscher, D.V. (2014). Collaboration and coteaching. Teacher Librarian, 42(2), 8-19.

2"Mardis, M. (2017). Shared foundations, shared implementation. Knowledge Quest, 46(2), 84.

EDU 2021-2 Page 3 of 3






