
 

 

Utah PTA 
EDU 2025-1 

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH DYSLEXIA 
AND OTHER SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITIES 

 

WHEREAS up to 15%-20% of the general population display signs or symptoms of dyslexia and in 
Utah Code, dyslexia is currently defined as “a learning disorder that is neurological in 
origin and is characterized by difficulties with accurate or fluent word recognition; and 
poor spelling and decoding abilities; and typically results from a deficit in the 
phonological component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other 
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction;”  3,6,8,9 and  

WHEREAS,  The term dyslexia is found in 49 states’ laws, including Utah Education Code, and in 
Federal law under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) within the 
broad eligibility category of Specific Learning Disability (SLD), yet many public schools 
have historically avoided the term “dyslexia” in evaluations when determining special 
education eligibility, and in Individual Education Plans (IEPs)2,3,8 

WHEREAS, Without appropriate remediation, most students who struggle to learn to read continue to 
struggle with lasting consequences including not reaching college and career readiness, 
increased risk of not earning a high school diploma, and social/emotional problems 
including depression, anxiety, and poor self-image; and 1, 3, 5, 8  

WHEREAS, There is compelling scientific evidence that early identification and intervention using an 
evidence-based Structured Literacy instruction based on the Science of Reading, which is 
a multimodal, direct, explicit, structured, and sequential approach to instructing pupils 
with dyslexia improves literacy outcomes for most students with symptoms of dyslexia 
and other struggling readers; and 3, 6, 8 

WHEREAS, Most teacher preparation programs provide limited training regarding dyslexia, 
appropriate accommodations, or evidence-based Structured Literacy Instruction based on 
the Science of Reading, leaving most teachers unprepared to adequately address the 
learning needs of children with dyslexia and other struggling readers; now, therefore, be 
it  4, 6, 7 

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations recognize that dyslexia and other specific 
learning disabilities have significant educational implications that need to be better 
addressed by public schools and school districts and be it further 

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA, and its constituent associations support teacher and staff training 
necessary to improve the understanding of dyslexia and other specific learning 
disabilities and their warning signs, including training in the implementation of best 
practices based on the Science of Reading and to promote knowledge of appropriate 
accommodations for students with dyslexia and those that struggle with reading; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations collaborate with schools and community 
organizations to educate parents, school administrators, and teachers about dyslexia and 



 

 

other specific learning disabilities, their early warning signs, and appropriate educational 
interventions; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations support funded legislation to assist in 
training teachers, other school personnel and parents in early identification, appropriate 
education intervention, and assistive technologies for dyslexia and other specific learning 
disabilities. 

 

This updates and replaces EDU 2014-3 Dyslexia and Other Specific Learning Disabilities 
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BOD approve the dyslexia resolution to the general membership meeting at May Convention  
 


