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Children’s Environmental Rights

WHEREAS, The commitment to the protection of children's health and well-being
is a fundamental priority of the PTA; we acknowledge the need to address air and
water quality issues to mitigate the health risks posed to our state’s children1,2; and

WHEREAS, Children's health is important to their development and well-being; environmental
pollution, particularly air and water pollution, poses significant risks to children's
health,leading to illnesses and potential long-term issues3,4 ; and

WHEREAS, Environmental preservation aligns with the protection of children's rights, ensuring
they are shielded from potential harm arising from environmental degradation 5,6; and

WHEREAS, Scientific research has established a clear link between environmental pollutants and
negative health outcomes in children beginning as early as perinatal development 7,8,9;
and

WHEREAS, Governments and organizations worldwide have recognized the importance of
environmental protection and its direct impact on public health 10,11; and

WHEREAS, Children are more vulnerable to air pollution as they inhale a larger volume of
pollutants relative to their body weight compared to adults, and Utah currently ranks
within the top 25 states experiencing elevated levels of air pollution 12,13,14,14,15; and

WHEREAS, The availability of clean and safe water is an essential element of children's health;
and, the conservation of water resources is vital to ensure an enduring supply of fresh
water for current and future generations, thereby contributing to children's well-being
16,17; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That Utah PTA calls on governments at all levels to enact and enforce policies and
regulations aimed at reducing air and water pollution, with a specific focus on areas
where children are most vulnerable, such as schools and residential areas; be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA recognizes the critical role that local governments, businesses and
individuals play in preserving the environment and safeguarding the health of our
communities, and supports the creation of policies and programs that provide
incentives to support environmental initiatives; be it further



Resolved, That Utah PTA encourages the creation and adoption of sustainable and
environmentally-safe policies regarding practices in industries and agriculture to
reduce pollution and promote clean air and water; be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA advocate for increased public awareness and education about the
impact of environmental pollution on children's health, empowering parents, and
communities to take action; be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA calls on governments, organizations, and individuals to invest in
cleaner technologies, renewable energy sources, and infrastructure improvements that
will lead to a healthier environment for all of Utah’s children; be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA collaborates with parents, students, and community partners to urge
local, state, and national leaders to support research and adopt policies and legislation
that encourages efficient water management and promote water conservation best
practices in our communities, including educating children and their families about
responsible water usage; and be it further

Resolved, That Utah PTA pledges to monitor and assess progress in achieving these goals to
ensure the well-being of future generations.

(Replaces HEA 2008-2 Idle Free Clean Air Zones and HEA 2009-2 Freeways Located Near Schools)
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