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POST CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC ADDITIONAL FUNDING BOOSTING STUDENT LEARNING 

 

WHEREAS,  The coronavirus pandemic impacted three consecutive school years from 2019 through 

2022, and has disrupted Utah students’ opportunities to learn, as evidenced by the chronic 

absenteeism rate dramatic increase from 13% pre-pandemic to 19%;1,2 and 

WHEREAS, Utah students performed better than most states according to the the national report card 

(NAEP)3 and Utah standardized tests, however it still showed declining ACT scores,4 and 

graduation rates from the 2018-2019 baseline school year, and noticeable longitudinal 

declines which wiped out the last decade of previous gains and is leaving many students 

with a troubling learning and achievement deficit; and 

WHEREAS, The academic losses did not affect students equally and some student groups were more 

affected than others;5, 6, 7 and 

WHEREAS,  The goal of K-12 public education is to prepare students for life in the real world, 

preparation that includes not only a solid academic base in language arts, mathematics 

and science, but also an understanding of Utah’s values, heritage, place in the nation and 

the world, as well as developing the skills that make up the strength of our state, from 

problem solving, resilience, civic, financial, economic and digital literacy, and a sense of 

service to others;8,9,10  now therefore be it 

Resolved,  That Utah PTA and its constituent associations strongly support any additional funding 

designed to academically catch up Utah students, whether Utah state budget surpluses or 

any Utah one-time funding traditionally used for higher education, and be it further 

Resolved,  That Utah PTA and its constituent associations support the extension of the September 

2024 deadline of already secured Covid-19 related funding, such as federal ARP Covid-

19 funding or state GEER II funding, and be it further 

Resolved,  That Utah PTA and its constituent associations urge that the funding be targeted at 

students most at risk of academic failure, and be it further 

Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations urge Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to 

fund programs based on evidence-based practices, such as extended learning 

opportunities, including, but not limited to, afterschool and summer programs, online 

learning, career-based experiences, internships, job shadowing, community-based 

projects, and off-site postsecondary learning, and be it further 

Resolved, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations advocate for transparency and 

accountability of the funds used as well as a tracking of academic progress attributable to 

the additional funding, and be it further 

Resolved,  That Utah PTA and its constituent associations urge the academic proficiency of students  

be tracked longitudinally per cohort and continue the appropriation of additional funding 

until the pre-pandemic proficiency rates have been reached or exceeded. 
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