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CHILD PEDESTRIAN SAFETY RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Two of the purposes of PTA are to promote the welfare of children and youth in
home, school, places of worship and throughout the community, and to advocate
for laws that further the education, physical and mental health, welfare and safety
of children and youth;1 and

WHEREAS, Nationally, one of the leading causes of pedestrian fatalities is street crossings;
there has been an increase in pedestrian traffic fatalities, indicating walking is
more dangerous; Utah law does not mandate bus transportation for students in
grades K-6 living less than 1.5 miles from school, and those in grades 7-12 living
less than 2 miles from school, therefore, the majority children in Utah are not
eligible for school provided transportation;2 3 4 5 6 and

WHEREAS, Planning, education and technology can improve street safety to reduce injuries
and fatalities, with efforts such as school safe routing plans, teaching proper
pedestrian procedures, speed limit enforcement; including automated technology,
and implementation of traffic calming measures; 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 and

WHEREAS, There has been an increase of distracted driving incidents and distracted drivers
not only endanger themselves but also their passengers, pedestrians and people in
other vehicles; 17 18 19 20 21 22 and

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations encourage the Utah Department of
Public Safety to update and review training programs for school crossing guards,
as well as emphasize pedestrian safety in Drivers Education; and also urge the
Utah State Board of Education (USBE) to implement a robust pedestrian safety
curriculum for Utah schools; moreover, local PTAs are encouraged to take an
active role in educating parents and students about pedestrian safety issues and
solutions; and furthermore, encourage the Utah State Legislature and other
government agencies to appropriate adequate funding specifically dedicated to
safe school routes, pedestrian safety devices and technology to ensure safer street
crossings; and be it further

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations prompt parental and local PTA
engagement in reviewing and providing input about pedestrian safety for each
school’s Safe Neighbor Access Program (SNAP) Plan, and encourage parent
involvement in school safety committees and community councils, collaborate
with government agencies; and urge local governments to rigorously enforce
speed limits in the vicinity of school routes, and be it further



RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations educate families and school
communities of the serious consequences of distracted driving, encourage
community members to pledge their commitment to prioritize pedestrian safety,
and be it further

RESOLVED, That Utah PTA and its constituent associations advocate for the establishment and
strict enforcement of comprehensive laws related to distracted driving.
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